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Building on Success:
Keeping Up with Growth

nder its current capital improvement program,

the Clark County School District in Nevada has

completed construction of 64 new schools, 3

replacement schools, numerous school additions,
and hundreds of modernization projects. Now, the district
is preparing to pursue its next multiyear capital improve-
ment plan.

Clark County spans almost 8,000 square miles of south-
eastern Nevada, encompassing both Las Vegas, a city of
more than half a million, and rural communities, such as
Indian Springs, population 1,337. The county has seen dra-
matic growth in the past 15 vears, with the population
climbing almost 130% to exceed 1.7 million last year. The
county’s school system has experienced similar growth. In
the past decade, the K-12 student population has swelled
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75% to more than 291,000 students, making Clark County
School District (CCSD) the fifth largest in the nation.

Eight yvears ago in response to forecast growth rates, vot-
ers approved funding for a 10-year, $3.3 billion capital
improvement program for school construction and modern-
ization. The Nevada legislature passed a bill authorizing
funding from hotel taxes and from a small percentage of
each real estate sale. Under the program, property taxes
were frozen for 10 years.

To date, the CCSD has constructed 64 of the 88 new
schools planned under the 1998 capital program and has
mare than two dozen more schools in some phase of design
or construction. The district opened 9 additional new schools
in time for the 2006-2007 school year, has replaced 3 of
10 schools mandated for replacement by 2008 in the bond
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